The Tender Land 


Music by Aaron Copland 
Libretto by Erik Johns (writing as Horace Everett) 


Conductor: Sandra Horst 
Director: Tim Albery, The Azrieli Foundation Opera Visiting Artist 
Set & Costume Design: Michelle Tracey 
Lighting Design: Siobhan Sleath 
Projection Design: Nathan Bruce 
Assistant Conductor: Andrea Grant 
Assistant Director: Mario Pacheco 
Choreographer: Anna Theodosakis 
Stage Manager: Myra Malley* 
Assistant Stage Manager: Caitlin Mears 


*By permission of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association 


The Faculty of Music Opera Division is grateful for the support of The Azrieli Foundation Opera Visiting Artist Program. 
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SURTITLES™ invented at the Canadian Opera Company in 1983 and introduced worldwide with their production of Elektra by 


SYNOPSIS 
Act | 


Ma Ross sews on the porch while her teenage daughter Beth fantasizes about the big house she’Il have when she’s grown up and 
married. The mailman, Mr. Splinters, arrives with a catalogue order, a graduation dress for Ma’s elder daughter Laurie. The next 
day, Laurie will be the first in her family to graduate from high school, Ma invites Mr. Splinters to the graduation party that night. 
Mr. Splinters tells her that two strange men have been seen in the neighborhood and that they assaulted a local girl. 


We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. For thousands of years it has 
been the traditional land of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and the Mississaugas of the Credit. Today, this 
meeting place is still the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to 


SURTITLES™ written, produced and operated by John Sharpe. 
Richard Strauss. 


A farmhouse in the US mid-west in the 1930s 


have the opportunity to work on this land. 


Laurie gets back from school; she wonders why her childhood has passed so fast and what the future may bring. She is angry with 
her mother, and especially her grandfather, Grandpa Moss, for trying to control her life. 

Two drifters, Martin and Top, are looking for work. They convince Grandpa Moss, against his better judgment, to hire them to 
help with the spring harvest. He invites them to the evening’s party despite Ma’s reservations. 


Act Il 

At the party, Grandpa makes a toast to Laurie. Everyone dances, Top begins to get Grandpa drunk, while Martin has his eye on 
Laurie. Ma Moss, still suspicious that the two men might be the ones who assaulted the local girl, sends Mr. Splinters to find the 
sheriff. Martin and Laurie dance and talk and fall in love, dreaming of a life together. Grandpa Moss is enraged to find them 
kissing. Ma Moss accuses Martin and Top of the attack on a local girl, but Mr. Splinters returns with the news that two other men 
have confessed to the crime. Nonetheless Grandpa tells Martin and Top to leave by morning. 


Act Ill 

Before dawn Martin finds Laurie outside alone and upset. She persuades Martin that they should leave together as soon as day 
breaks. Left alone Martin remains unsure, a feeling reinforced by Top who pours scorn on the idea of Laurie, an educated girl, 
making a life with a drifter like Martin. As the sun comes up, the two men head off on the road. 

Laurie is distraught to find Martin gone. Despite Ma’s desperate attempts to dissuade her, she decides to leave on her own in 
search of a new life. 
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CONTINUO 
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We are pleased to acknowledge those donors who have made annual gifts of $500 or more 
between January 1, 2020 and March 1, 2022: 


Mark Abbott Sheila Larmer 
Anonymous (4) Janet and Charles Lin 
Pamela Austin V. Lobodowsky 
The Azrieli Foundation Laurie and Jim Mackay 
The Late Walter M. Bowen and Lisa Balfour Esther and John McNeil 
Bowen Don Melady and Rowley Mossop 
E. R. and Elizabeth Barnsley Sue Mortimer 
Anthony Bird Paul and Nancy Nickle 
William R. Bowen and Sandra J. Gavinchuk James Norcop 
Melissa Campbell Annie Odom 
Vera Chau Richard and Ernestine Ogilvie 
The estate of Ivan Alexandor Chorney Christopher D. Palin and Susan E. Middleton 
Caryl Clark Adrianne Pieczonka and Laura Tucker 
Earlaine Collins Brett Polegato 
Marilyn E. Cook Marlene Preiss 
Noel and Jill Cooter Stephen Ralls and Bruce Ubukata 
Denny Creighton and Kris Vikmanis Cornelia Schuh and Michiel Horn 
Miranda Davies John Sharpe 
Ms Simone Desilets June Shaw 
Vreni and Marc Ducommun Hume Smith 
Mary Lou Fallis and Peter Madgett Stephen and Jane Smith 
Michael F. Filosa David Smukler 
Gladys and Lloyd Fogler Laetitia Snethen 
George Gibbons Joseph K. So 
Wayne A. Gooding Michael Stainton 
Rachel Gottesman Arija and Clarence Stiver 
The estate of Morton Greenberg Patricia E. Stone 
Gerry Heffernan The Stratton Trust 
Paul T. Hellyer Janet Stubbs 
Dianne W. Henderson Francoise Sutton 
Richard and Donna Holbrook Toronto Opera Club 
S. Howson Riki Turofsky and Charles Petersen 
J. Peter and Héléne Hunt Catherine Ukas 
Jo-Anne Hunt Sandra K. Upjohn 
Michael and Linda Hutcheon Sheila G. Waengler 
Heather Jackson Melanie Whitehead 
Marcia and Paul Kavanagh Nora R. Wilson 
Keith Foundation Marina Yoshida 
Hiroko Keith 
Arthur Kennedy For information on giving opportunities for 
H. Rachel King U of T Opera and the Continuo Program at the 
The Henry White Kinnear Foundation Faculty of Music please contact Tyler Greenleaf 
Nancy Kleer at 416-946-3580 or tyler.greenleaf@utoronto.ca. 
Robert Lake 


UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
SY, FACULTY or MUSIC 


THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 


The Faculty of Music gratefully 
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